IMPERIAL TITLES AND PRETENSIONS.

birth under itfl. Strong churchmen derived it from the
dependence of the imperial crown on the Pope. There
were not wanting persons to maintain that it meant
nothing more than great or splendid. We need not,
however, be in any great doubt as to its true meaning
and purport. The ascription of sacredness to the person,
the palace, the letters, and so forth, of the sovereign, so
common in the later ages of Rome, had been partly re-
tained in the German court. Liudprand calls Otto
* imperator sanctissimus V    Still this sanctity, which the
Greeks above all others lavished on their princes, is
something personal, is nothing more than the divinity
that always hedges a king.    Far more intimate and pecu-
liar was the relation of the revived Roman Empire to the
church and religion.   As has been said already, it was
neither more nor less than the visible Church, seen on its
secular side, the Christian society organized as a state
under a form divinely appointed, and therefore the name
* Holy Roman Empire' was the  needful and rightful
counterpart to that of * Holy Catholic Church.'     Such
had long been the belief, and so the title might have had
its origin as far back as the tenth or ninth century, might
even have emanated from Charles himself.   Alcuin in
one of his letters uses the phrase ' imperium Christianum/
But there was a further reason for its introduction at this
particular epoch.   Ever since Hildebrand had claimed
for the priesthood exclusive sanctity and supreme juris-
diction, the papal party had not ceased to speak of the
8 Marquard   Freher's   notes to    words, * Ludhmcum comprenderunt
Peter de Andlo, book i. chap. vii.      sancto, pio, Augusto.'   (Quoted by
* So in the song on the capture    Gregorovius, Gescbicbte der Stadl
of the Emperor Lewis II by Adal-   Rom im MiUdalter, iii. p. 185.)
gisus of Benevento, we find  the